SULPHtJKOtJS*

This is one of the most important of all the acids,
not only to the chemist but to the manufacturer also;
being employed to a very great extent in a variety of
ihanufactures, especially in dyeing.

SECT. II.

OF  SULPHUROUS'ACID.

JL HOUGH some of the properties of this acid must have History,
been known in the remotest ages, as it is always form-
ed during the slow combustion of sulphur, Stalil was
the first chemist who examined itj and pointed out its
peculiar nature. He gave it the name of phlogisticated
sulphurit acid, from the supposition that it is a com-
pound of sulphuric acid and phlogiston. His method of
procuring it was to burn sulphur, and expose to its
flames cloth dipped in a solution of potash. By this
method he obtained a combination of potash and sulphu-
rous acid 5 for sulphur forms by Combustion only sul-
phurous acid. Scheele pointed out, in 1771, a method
of procuring sulphurous acid in quantities *. On StahPs
salt he poured a portion of tartaric acid, and then ap-
plied a gentle heau The sulphurous acid is in this
manner displaced, because its affinity for potash is not
so strong as that of tartaric acid; and it comes over in-

* Scheele, i. 43.
FbL IL                                     N